Dear Incoming First Grade Parents and/or Guardians,
Can you believe it? Your youngster will be a first grader in August and I’m sure you’re as excited
as we are here at St. Pius X! We would like to give you a few helpful tips to make sure your
child’s transition to first grade is as smooth as possible and to prepare your child for a
successful year!
First, students will be learning so many exciting things this year! We have a variety of prayers
that students are required to memorize by the end of first grade. It would be wonderful if you
could start exposing them to the following prayers over the summer: Guardian Angel, Hail Mary
and The Lord’s Prayer. First graders also attend Mass twice a week! Many families have found it
helpful to practice the following behaviors while attending Mass over the summer: kneeling to
pray, listening to the Homily and discussing Father’s message, sitting still with his/her hands
folded, standing during appropriate times and participating during prayers and responses.
Second, the Dolch Sight Word list is a list of words that make up between 50-70% of the words
we encounter in text. Most of these words cannot be “sounded out” and they need to be learned
by “sight”. Since recognizing these words is so important during reading, using a variety of
activities to practice the words is critical. We have included the words in this packet with activity
ideas. You can also go to this website to print out pre-made flashcards for the activities section.
It is also fine to just write them on 3 by 5 index cards too!
http://bogglesworldesl.com/dolch/flashcards.htm
We would recommend not just practicing them in isolation, but using them in a sentence and
reading them within context. We encourage you to really focus on the Pre-Primer and Primer
lists. When your child has memorized those two lists, you may move onto the First Grade list
(which we have also included).
Finally, St. Pius X believes that summer reading is a valuable experience for all students and an
important extension of our educational program. We have decided to have students choose one
of their favorite books that they read over the summer and complete the attached Story Map
handout. We will have students present these in the first few weeks of school. In addition we
have included a calendar for your child to fill in with a smiley face for each day that he/she reads
a book over the summer. Your child may also turn in his/her calendar in the beginning of the
year. Please encourage your child to enjoy summer reading in the following ways… silent
reading, shared reading with a parent or sibling, buddy reading (with a friend) and parent read
aloud with discussion. Please contact us with any questions or concerns and we will be happy
to answer them. Have a great summer! Happy reading!
Thank you,
The First Grade Team

Dear Parents,
Good afternoon! We are so excited to meet you and your kiddos at Open House! We wanted to
touch base with you on a few things we could use your help with before the school year begins.
From past experience, we would like to communicate with you about your child's transportation
ahead of time! If you could email your child's homeroom teacher telling these two things: how
will your child get home on the first week of school, and the normal routine for the rest of the
school year. Please include his or her bus number (You can contact the office for this
information). Thank you in advance! This will help us have a smooth start to the year and
ensure everyone makes it home safely!
Secondly, with the large amount of students and such little storage space, we would be so
grateful if you could bring all supplies to Open House. The homeroom teacher will have spots
labeled with bins to place the supplies during that event (glue, paper towels, etc.). The
remainder of materials can go in your child's desk and their backpack can travel back home with
you!
Thank you,
The First Grade Team

